										June 29, 2015

To: Michel Morange, President
       Roger Sansom, Chair, Site Selection Committee
       International Society for History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology

Dear Colleagues:

We are writing to take issue with the candidacy of the city of Jerusalem as one of the possible venues for the next ISHPSSB meeting in 2017. Several considerations make this choice unacceptable to us, and for other Society members with whom we have communicated. We are dismayed that the decision on the site will be made with little time allocated for discussion at the general meeting.

We note the following:

1. The continuing occupation of Palestinian territories by Israel, and the ongoing construction of homes and business on occupied land, is illegal according to the International Court of Justice, the U.N. General Assembly, and the U.N. Security Council.

2. Jerusalem itself is considered an international city by virtually all national and international bodies, including the U.S. Supreme Court. However Israel, which refuses to recognize this international status, will control travel and entry to any potential meeting there.  

3. The Government of Israel is highly unlikely to regard membership in ISHPSSB as sufficient qualification for entry into Jerusalem. A France-based scholar of Iranian origin was refused entry to Israel to participate as an invited speaker at a philosophy of biology conference in Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem in 2009.

4. Those registrants of Arab or Iranian origin who are ultimately permitted entry to Israel may be subject to inconvenient or humiliating delays or detention. One of the undersigned was detained for hours at the airport in the middle of the night on the two occasions when he visited Israel for family reasons. Palestinian scholars from the Occupied Territories will almost certainly be barred from attending.

5. Israel-Palestine is a militarized region of ongoing conflict, with a war erupting on average every two years. The safety and security of conference attendees will be a constant issue, which will compromise the open atmosphere of the meeting.

Because of Israel’s anti-boycott law, which makes advocating avoiding ties with Israel a civil offence that could lead to legal proceedings for damages and economic sanctions, Israeli ISHPSSB members were not asked to sign the letter (although we know that some Israeli colleagues share the same concerns).

For these reasons, and with deep respect to our Israeli colleagues who proposed it, we request that Jerusalem be withdrawn from consideration as a venue for the next and future Society meetings until the time that the above concerns are satisfactorily resolved.

										Signed:

     Ingo Brigandt, University of Alberta
     Linnda Caporael, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
     Ellen Clarke, All Souls College, Oxford University 
     John Dupré, University of Exeter
     Paul Griffiths, University of Sydney
Marion Lamb, Birkbeck College, University of London (ret.)                            
Gerd Müller, University of Vienna
Stuart Newman, New York Medical College
Samir Okasha, University of Bristol
Grant Ramsey, University of Notre Dame
Alex Rosenberg, Duke University
Sahotra Sarkar, University of Texas, Austin
Karola Stotz, Macquarie University
Rob Wilson, University of Alberta

