Crisis at the University of Puerto Rico as a Mirror of the Social, Economic and Political Crisis of Society

	The Puertorican society has been experimenting a process of deterioration most probably since about 1970. It is a social, economic and moral deterioration of a colonial society built on a very fragile basis. More than seventy years had gone by in a process of Americanization that had completely failed. Puertoricans had obtained their so-called American citizenship in 1917, and at the beginning of the 1950s the United States Government, with the complicity of some Puertorican politicians, lied to the United Nations trying to make them believe that the so-called Commonwealth (in Spanish: Estado Libre Asociado) fulfilled the requisites of an autonomous nation.

A Little Bit of History
	When the United States army invaded Puerto Rico in the summer of 1898, using an unbelievable excuse, Puerto Rico was already a nation. As almost all Latinamerican countries, Puerto Rico was a colony of Spain since the sixteenth century, in fact since the very beginning of that century. And as happened with other Latinamerican countries maybe a couple of decades earlier, Puerto Rico had acquired its identity as a Latinamerican society, clearly different from Spain, in the first decades of the nineteenth century. As many Latinamerican countries, Puerto Rico is a combination of European –not only Spanish-, African and Indian blood and culture. The first two components are almost omnipresent, whereas the Indian (Taino) seems to have been greater in the western and especially in the central parts of Puerto Rico.
	Already by the mid-nineteenth century began the formation of groups of Puertoricans, who tired of the Spanish tyranny, began to seriously consider organizing a revolution to free Puerto Rico from Spain. The movement formed in the 1860s under the leadership of Puerto Rico’s two outstanding revolutionaries, Ramón Emeterio Betances, a physician educated in Paris who had experienced the 1848 French revolution and would later also experience the 1870 Paris Commune, and Segundo Ruiz Belvis, a lawyer educated in Spain, who was the most important voice in the movement for the abolishment of slavery. In fact, in the process of their radicalization, Ruiz Belvis and Betances began a campaign of freeing children born slaves, which almost immediately produced a clash with the Spanish colonial totalitarian regime. Ruis Belvis died in Chile before the Lares Revolution, i.e. an uprising begun in the small town of Lares, took place. The uprising aborted and Betances could never return to Puerto Rico, but continued working for the Puertorican and Cuban revolutions from his exile in Paris.
	Afterwards, the three tendencies that still permeate with different tonalities in Puerto Rico nowadays began to take form. The totalitarian colonial regime produced three reactions, namely, a pro-independence one, an autonomist one and a third one, impressed by the liberties of the co-called American democracy, of annexation to the USA. And although Spain had given some autonomy to Puerto Rico in 1897, when the USA invaded the country there were many prominent politicians tired of the Spanish abuses still vivid in their memories, and headed by the physician, José Celso Barbosa who received the invaders with open arms. But also some autonomists, exhibiting already their pragmatism and lack of principles, and even some pro-independence politicians favoured the American presence in Puerto Rico or at least hesitated a little. Only Betances, who died a few months after the invasion in 1898 and who is nowadays considered by all pro-independence Puertoricans as the father of the country, never hesitated and clearly stated that neither with Spain nor with the United States of America. 
	However, the situation was not so favourable for those who thought like Betances. The USA seemed more benevolent than the former Spanish regime. Among other important steps, in 1903 the building blocks of the University of Puerto Rico were founded, something that Spain had not done, having always rejected petitions in this sense. Then in 1917 Puertoricans became “citizens” of the USA, though it should have been already perfectly clear by then that Puerto Rico was and would remain in the foreseeable future a possession, i.e., a territory or colony, not a part of the United States.
	Beginning in the early 1930s Puerto Rico’s Nationalist Party, founded in the 1920s, now headed by the bright lawyer and Harvard graduate Pedro Albizu Campos, radicalized, and the image of benevolent colonial regime of the United States of America disappeared. There was a lot of repression from then on against this small party. Though in the 1930s and 1940s the number of pro-independence sympathizers was very high, the Nationalist Party was unable to bring them together. It did not have a clear social program and tended to idealize the Spanish heritage of Puerto Ricans, which certainly should have caused misgivings. Moreover, Albizu’s motto “The enemy of my enemy is my friend” is not only false but very dangerous. From that false thesis taken as premise and the certainly true factual thesis, namely, that the Nazi regime was an enemy of the United States Government and the United States government an enemy of the Puertorican Nationalist Party, one can infer by purely logical means -by universal instantiation and Modus Ponens- that the Nazi regime is a friend of the Puertorican Nationalist Party. I prefer not to consider here whether any member of that party ever made that logical inference. In any case, there is little doubt that from a socio-political and economic standpoint Albizu represented some steps backwards from Betances and Ruiz Belvis. But other pro-independence leaders in the first decades of the twentieth century also represented steps backwards in comparison with the two nineteenth century revolutionaries. As a matter of fact, in the 1920s and 1930 there seemed to have been an ideological mess in the three different political tendencies. But independently of the ideological confusions of Albizu, the fact of the matter is that he and his party suffered extreme persecution and prison that resulted in his physical destruction in the mid-1960s, and his suffering and incorruptibility have been a source of inspiration for many pro-independence sympathizers. Such extreme persecution against pro-independence Puertoricans exists to this day, being the most blatant case the already thirty years of imprisonment of Oscar López.
	At the beginning of the 1940s the Puertorican Popular Party was founded, an originally autonomist movement which under the direction of Luis Muñoz Marín served the United States Government to mask the colonial status of Puerto Rico under the name of a sort of commonwealth. For more than a decade Muñoz had played the role of a presumed pro-independence leader with more social conscience than Albizu. But from the mid-1940s he became the instrument of the United States Government in Puerto Rico. He played a decisive role in persecuting not only the members of the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, but also the always insignificant Puertorican Communist Party and the members of the newly founded but at the beginning of the 1950s very powerful Pro-Independece Party, founded by the also very bright lawyer, Gilberto Concepción de Gracia, a party that still exists up to this day, but in a very diminished role, even though it is still by far the biggest pro-independence organization. 
	The pro-statehooders had in the meantime regrouped in the Pro-Statehood Republican Party, headed by the millionaires Miguel Ángel García Méndez and Luis Ferré Aguayo, the former another very bright lawyer, the latter an untypical engineer with musical abilities and a great interest in art. Though the third force in the 1952 elections, the persecution of pro-independece sympathizers and the pro-Americanism of the sixteen years of Muñoz Marín’s government, served to propel the Pro-Statehood Party. In the 1960s the Popular Democratic Party began to abandon its autonomist and populist origins, and a split occurred between Muñoz and his successor Roberto Sánchez Vilella, a stauncher autonomist who governed Puerto Rico form 1965 to 1968 and is remembered by many as probably the best governor Puerto Rico has ever had. On the other hand, Ferré opted to split from the Pro-Statehood Republican Party in 1967 and founded the New Progressive Party, a pro-statehood party much more in touch with the Democrats in the United States, though Ferré himself remained a mild republican all his life. The party won the elections in 1968, and the persecution of pro-independence sympathizers during his tenure was renewed.  

The Evolution of the State University
	What began as a small school for the preparation of teachers evolved immediately with the creation of the two most important campuses of the present University of Puerto Rico, the Río Piedras and Mayagüez campuses, the second of which was mostly directed towards engineering, having the first one a broader scope. The UPR was consolidated already in the 1930s but received a boost in the 1940s when the lawyer Jaime Benítez, a very bright man with a magnetic personality and great vision was named university chancellor. Benítez, who was chancellor of both and later also the third campus –the two smaller campuses had vice-chancellors-, the Medical Sciences campus founded at the beginning of the 1950s, began to assemble in Puerto Rico a significant number of politically exiled intellectuals fleeing from Franco’s, Hitler’s and others’ fascism, from the many Latinamerican dictatorships and from Macarthism. Thus, the University of Puerto Rico flourished as a perfect mix of European, Northamerican and Latinamerican mostly liberal components, not so much in the political sense, but in the sense of intellectual freedom and free discussion of all issues. As a result of such systematic search for the best international talent available, the University of Puerto Rico became one of the top Latinamerican universities. 
	But Benítez in some sense considered the University of Puerto Rico as his feudal property. He had spared a couple of times with Muñoz and had won. Certainly, nobody could directly question his success, though many young professors and students began to resent his paternal authoritarian style. Thus, in the middle of the 1960s the politicians decided to found other components of the University of Puerto Rico –which much later developed in the remaining campuses- and Benítez was named the first president of the University of Puerto Rico. The Vietnam War activated students at the University of Puerto Rico. With the advent to government of Ferré, the situation radicalized and Benítez and his successor as chancellor in Río Piedras, the left-liberal and pro-independence lawyer, Abraham Díaz González had to abandon their positions at the helm of the university. The conflict between some sectors of the pro-statehood movement and the student movement had just begun. Of course, already at the beginning of the 1930s there had been some student protests headed by Concepción de Gracia, and then a longer student strike headed, among others, by Juan Mari Bras, who in 1959 founded the pro-Cuba Movement for Independence and in the early 1970s the now extinct Puertorican Socialist Party. But such strikes did not originate any serious conflict among political sectors. At the end of the 1960s and the beginning of the 1970s the violent clashes “required” the intervention of the riot police, causing the death of two students, a police officer and of a fourth person not related in the least way to any of the quarrelling groups. A strike of the non-teaching employees in 1976, during a period in which the Popular Democratic Party was once more at the helm of the government with the mild liberal governor Rafael Hernández Colón, also produced clashes between students and teaching employees, on the one hand, and riot police on the other. 
	The biggest conflict at the University of Puerto Rico up to the present situation occurred in 1981-82, five months of strike full of violence, originated by the triplication of student fees, during the government of the second pro-statehood governor Puerto Rico has had, the right-wing democrat Carlos Romero Barceló. The university was open, the students and professors were there, but also the riot police was there, and it was certainly the most inadequate place in which to teach. Almost every hour occurred some incident, and many times the professors had to risk their security putting themselves between the students and the riot police in order to avoid any tragic success. In 1985 the former governor and Popular Party President Rafael Hernández Colón, returned to power and there was a twenty years period of relative peace at the University. Hernández Colón was succeeded by the pro-statehooder but left-wing democrat Pedro Roselló González, a physician and former professor at the University of Puerto Rico, until 2000 and he was succeeded by Sila María Calderón of the Popular Democratic Party, a moderate democrat, but like Roselló, with some populist traits. At the beginning of the government of Calderón’s successor Anibal Acevedo Vilá in 2005 there was a minor strike once more related to the matriculation fees. None of these governors, however –not even the most conservatives- ever tried to dismantle or destroy the University of Puerto Rico.
	The era of present governor Luis Fortuño Bourset was clearly predicted by former governor Roselló when he declared before the 2008 elections that Fortuño would bring Puerto Rico on the verge of a civil war. Fortuño is easily the most conservative of all Puertorican governors ever, a member of the right-wing of the Republican Party, with ties to the Tea Party movement and other right fringes of Republicanism that hail him as one of their heroes. Moreover, he and his group of supporters are very different from the typical Puertorican statehooders, which are usually “pragmatic” statehooders, who consider themselves as Puertoricans but, like Barbosa at the turn of the twentieth century, believe in the so-called “American democracy” –which the Afroamericans did not taste until the mid-1960s. Fortuño is simply a renegade, who feels ashamed of being a Latinamerican and not a 100% Anglosaxon. Moreover, Fortuño and his group, who came to power thanks precisely to the power of money in January 2009 not only are a bunch of neo-fascists that do not respect the most basic human rights, as has been clearly attested not only by the student strike but also by the many legislative measures taken to restrict civil liberties, but govern exclusively for the millionaires, and represent very especially the interests of the Fonalledas, the Cabrer-Roig, the Nevárez, and a pair of other millionaire families. He and his group are firm believers in private investment without control and the reduction of the government. But being Puerto Rico submerged in the global economic crisis and less capable to come out of it due to its colonial situation, Fortuño has applied the patient a rat-killer instead of the right medicine. As has been already shown during the 1930s, the strengthening of the state and its involvement in producing economic solutions for the people is the best medicine. Fortuño has done exactly the opposite: he has reduced the government, throwing some 30,000 government employees to the streets in less than two years. As he is accustomed to do, he lied to the people telling them that the newly unemployed would be absorbed by private enterprise. However, private enterprise not only has not absorbed those workers, it has dismissed almost 100,000 employees during the same period.
	Almost from the beginning of his government, Fortuño began to dismantle or nullify all Puertorican cultural institutions, hoping that in this way he would debilitate resistance to statehood. Thus, his government cut not less than 60% of the budget of the Institute of Puertorican Culture and put one of his puppets as director, cut also not less than 60% of the budget of the Musical Conservatory, which is the Center for the study of classical music in Puerto Rico, cut more than 80% of the budget of the School of Plastic Arts, what makes it almost inoperative, dismissed the world famous baritone Justino Díaz as director of the prestigious Casals Festival, and has tried to make the College of Lawyers irrelevant by eliminating the compulsoriness for each and every lawyer to belong to an organization that had contributed during more than a century of existence to the defence of Human rights. 
	The principal target, however, in Fortuño’s crusade against cultural institutions is the University of Puerto Rico, since that is without any doubt the most important public institution in the history of Puerto Rico, the by far best university of the country and the centre of free discussion, interchange of ideas and critical thinking. Thus, it has been seen by the most conservative pro-statehooders as the focus of pro-independence ideas. In fact, there is no doubt that whereas in the whole country the whole independence movement, after so much persecution, is only about 6% of the population, at the University of Puerto Rico in Río Piedras a significant number of professors and of students want freedom for Puerto Rico, as in general occurs among intellectuals and artists.
 Since according to an undoubtedly incorrect restructuring of the balance of power at the helm of the University of Puerto Rico made during the Roselló regime, the governor can select a significant majority of the members of the board of directors, whereas the professors select two and the students one, and there are no restrictions on the qualifications of the members of the board selected by the governor –e.g. that they at least have a PhD-, the door was opened to possible abuses. Roselló was relatively prudent in his few choices, but after 2000, when Antonio García Padilla, a law professor, became president of the UPR, styles began to change. Already during the years of Calderón, and more visibly during the government of Acevedo Vilá, García Padilla lived and acted like a prince and not like a president of a state university of a poor country, thought that he was accountable to no one, and was eager to lure with contracts the members of the board of directors. The so-called Law of Government Ethics does not provide for impeding the members of the board of directors of the UPR to have (very lucrative) contracts with the institution. 
	Fortuño simply named to the board not only members of the nucleus of his pro-statehood New Progressive Party, but people completely alien to the University of Puerto Rico, people who had never studied at the university, did not have any special understanding or sympathy for the university, nor had the academic credentials to contribute to the further development of its programs. In particular, Fortuño named as his special representative in the board of directors Agustín Cabrer Roig, the leader of one of the most economically powerful families in Puerto Rico, an investor who never studied at the institution and whose children, as Fortuño’s children, do not and have not studied at the University of Puerto Rico. Though Cabrer Roig is not de jure the president of the board of directors, de facto he certainly is, and he is the one who directly implements the strategy of Fortuño’s inner circle.  The strategy of the government is perfectly clear, the dismantling of the UPR as has already been done with other cultural institutions, in this case by reducing the number of students, deteriorating the academic programs and if possible, eliminating some of the most problematic of the latter, especially some localized in the Faculties of Humanities and Social Sciences of the Río Piedras campus. Thus, from the very beginning they began to carefully cut part of the budget by excluding some special funds from the totality of earnings of the government, of which 9.6% should be assigned to the UPR, and though the government owes the UPR more than $300 millions, simply ignoring those fiscal responsibilities. On the other hand, though the government tries to attribute the economic crisis of the university to the excessive expenses of the former president, nothing has essentially changed in this aspect. In fact, the excessive expenses of the former administration represent now a very small percentage of the fiscal deficiencies, and in any case there is an essential difference between the former UPR administration and the present: García Padilla was after all an academician who loved the university even though he benefited from it, whereas the actual president, José Ramón de la Torre, can better be described as a mummy or a puppet, who allows the board of directors to destroy the university with his complicity.
	Moreover, both recent strikes were not originated by the students, but forced, according to the plans of Fortuño, Cabrer Roig et alia. In April the students planed a two days stoppage, but where immediately forced by the chancellor of the Río Piedras campus to begin the strike, being trapped inside the campus by the police. In December, the students were planning to begin a strike in mid-December, but two days before the date selected, the university administration ordered the destruction of all gates to the campus and installed the riot police and other specialized divisions of the police in the campus.  The present issue in dispute, the payment of an $800 quota per student each year, is simply an excuse. Not only can the administration of the UPR easily obtain those funds from pockets other than those of the students, but is already taking into account that more than twelve thousand students will not be able to pay. In this way, they would reduce the number of students decisively. And as a consequence of this reduction –they are also reducing the number of admissions for August- they hope to dismantle some of the politically more problematic programs. They have already announced that the linguistics and communications programs of the English Department, as well as the whole Department of Hispanic Studies, both of the Humanities Faculty, are in a so-called “suspense”, and “due to the recent poor rate of admissions, will not be allowed to admit new undergraduate students in August”. As pointed out by the distinguished professor Mercedes López Baralt in a letter to a newspaper, such “explanation” belongs to a sort of surrealist logic. But the Department of Hispanic Studies, founded as early as 1927, is almost without doubt the most prestigious department in the whole eleven campuses of the UPR, and the one with the most solid tradition. Many distinguished writers have taught in that department, including three Nobel Prize winners, namely the Chilean poet Gabriela Mistral, the Spanish poet Juan Ramón Jiménez, who lived many years in Puerto Rico, and the 2010 laureate Peruvian novelist Mario Vargas Llosa. Moreover, already since the late 1930s the Department of Hispanic Studies was the home to some Puertorican academicians of international fame, most especially the following four: Concha Meléndez, then Margot Arce de Vázquez, and in the last three and a half decades the sisters Luce and Mercedes López Baralt.  Interestingly, the present puppet-president of the UPR, José Ramón de la Torre, a pathetic figure in all this conflict, is a former professor of Hispanic Studies and dean of Humanities.

Is there a Solution for Puerto Rico and its University?
	The colony of Puerto Rico reached its highest economic standards in the 1950s and 1960s. The end of the Second World War almost coincided with the designation of the first Puertorican governor in its whole history, and already in 1948 Muñoz was elected governor for the first of four periods. Those were the days of industrialization, by attracting investors from the metropolis, but also the days of the abandonment of agriculture and of the beginning of the policy of little or none support to the native industry. Puerto Rico benefited from a special treatment by the USA government that needed to sell its goods and also to create a positive image of the first Latinamerican country under United States complete control. The United States also needed to use Puertorican territory as military bases to threaten the other Latinamerican countries.
	The economic boom and social stability began to crumble in the early 1970s, and a new sort of politician began to surface in both major parties. The new politicians were certainly less capable than the former ones, but also much less honourable, and eager to accept bribes in order to do some political “favours”. Corruption among politicians spread like an epidemic in the following decades. The first of the three Hernández Colón governments was marred by such “favours”, as well as all the other governments that followed, culminating in the two Roselló’s governments, in which corruption and bribery reached unexpected highs. Puerto Rico had begun to lose its commercial, economic, military and political importance for the USA, and the special treatment began to disappear. The process of globalization of the economy and the benefits of the production of goods in distant countries with a much lower standard of life destroyed the hopes of a brilliant future. Unemployment raised, drug trafficking institutionalized itself, and the colonial status of Puerto Rico has resulted in the most important obstacle to economic development. And though some leaders of the Popular Democratic Party still dream of a return to the days of old colonial glory when Puerto Rico was privileged, there is no way back in its commerce with the United States, since the metropolis has already a bunch of international more advantageous commerce treaties with Canada and Mexico, and other countries around the world. The political role of mirror of democracy for Latinamerican dictatorships also has long disappeared, and even the importance of the military bases has been significantly reduced and substituted by the creation of military bases in Columbian territory. That is the reason why the United States decided to retire from Vieques instead of crushing the opposition and later basically gave away the formerly so important military base of Roosevelt Roads.
	But Fortuño’s troglodyte politics will also help shut down the possibility of statehood, unless the United States Government were totally crazy. Just recently, in Spain, Fortuño, be it because of his compulsiveness to lie or because of idiocy, told the journalists that “Puerto Rico is the United States”, that “Puertoricans are bilingual” and that “Puertoricans are bicultural”. It is difficult to decide which of the lies is the bigger one. Certainly not only no Angloamerican, no matter from which state, and also no Afroamerican who were to arrive in Puerto Rico would feel that he has simply moved from one state of the United States to another. He would immediately see that Puertoricans look different from them, have very different cultural traditions and the vast majority of them cannot communicate more than two or three phrases in bad pronounced English. They would have a similar feeling as if they had travelled to Mexico, Columbia or Venezuela, and that is perfectly understandable, since they have arrived at a Spanish speaking Latinamerican country. In fact, not more than 15% of the Puertoricans living in Puerto Rico speak English fluently enough. The process of Americanization through one of the worst public -and also private- school systems in the world has been a catastrophe. After 112 years of Americanization one of seven Puertoricans can communicate fluently in English. Even at the by far best Puertorican University, the UPR, one finds once in a while students that have difficulties reading English. Of course, those are not the ones active in the strikes, since the latter usually belong to the brightest students. To say that Puertorricans are bilingual only shows how ignorant or idiotic the governor is. To be “bilingual” you not only have to be perfectly fluid in two languages, not only do you have to think in both languages, you need to have unconsciously internalized both languages as your languages. There are very few truly bilingual people, being my wife one of them. She speaks fluently some six languages, but only Russian and Bulgarian are her native languages. We communicate most of the time in German, and some in Spanish, but none of us is a native German speaking person, nor is she a native speaker of Spanish. I can communicate and think in five languages, though with a different degree of correctness, and have some knowledge of others. But I am not ‘pentalingual’, not even bilingual, just a native speaker of Spanish very conscious of the importance of learning foreign languages –and English is for Puertoricans living their whole life in their country a foreign language. The third equally ridiculous assertion of the spiritually confused governor with an identity crisis does not require more comments. After 112 years of colonial control by the United States of America, Puerto Rico remains a Latinamerican country, with its local Puertorican peculiarities. Of course, there have been cultural influences, as also happens between the United States of America and Mexico or, in fact, any Latinamerican country. But we all remain Latinamerican and the Angloamericans remain Angloamericans. Interestingly, the recent discrimination and even violence against Mexicans both by Angloamericans and Afroamericans in the United States is an example of the cultural differences. Finally, if Fortuño were to consciously hear what many politicians of his party say, he should be better inclined to think that Puertoricans are “zerolingual”. For example, the clownish mayor of a city very near to San Juan and prominent member of the pro-statehood party ordered a few years ago to have all traffic signs in his municipality in English, though he has admitted not to know English. The mayors of two of the three largest cities, SanJuan and Bayamón are staunch pro-statehooders but feel less than comfortable in English.
	Thus, what sort of state would be Puerto Rico, the land recently classified by the prestigious journal The Economist as that having the fastest economic deceleration in the world? Well, it would be a state that would have, due to its population, six or seven representatives, almost all, if not all, of which would be democrats, since pro-statehood republicans in Puerto Rico are almost an aberration, and after the Fortuño regime there will be even less. It would be a Latinamerican Spanish speaking state, only less than 15% of which know enough English. Indeed, one should not forget that since the pro-independence Puertoricans are by far the more educated people in the country, it is pertinent to say that if they were to emigrate to other Latinamerican countries, as probably would happen, the percentage of Puertoricans fluent in English would easily diminish some 3% to 4%. Puerto Rico not only has a relatively high percentage of totally illiterate people, but according to a newspaper some three years ago, some 52% of the population either cannot read or cannot understand what they read in a newspaper.  Moreover, Puerto Rico would be by far the poorest state and would have to receive constant subsidies to survive. In fact, in Puerto Rico less than half of the working population works regularly in the open society. The rest of the population either lives like eternal parasites from subsidies or are linked to some sort of illegal activity, especially drug trafficking, which already moves a substantial part of the economy. In fact, drug trafficking and its surrounding violence has already taken control of a substantial part of the “normal” life of Puertoricans. In 2010 there were almost 1,000 persons killed in Puerto Rico, most of them because of drug trafficking, others because of mental insanity. In 2011, if the same rate as in January is sustained, there will be no less than 1,200. By the way, mental insanity is also one of the biggest problems in Puerto Rico, the quantity of people in need of mental treatment being some three quarters of a million in a population of four millions.  Moreover, the long hand of the drug lords has already touched the pockets of many corrupt politicians of the pro-statehood and colonialist parties. Hence, the state that Fortuño would want the government of the United States of America to accept would be (i) a Spanish speaking Latinamerican state, (ii) a state in which only about 12% of the people would communicate acceptably well in English, (iii) the by far poorest state, in fact, the land with the fastest economic deceleration in the world, but with a disproportionate representation in congress, based only on the number of inhabitants, (iv) a state in which more than half of the population is semi-illiterate even in their native Spanish, (v) a state a substantial part of whose population has mental problems, (vi) a state permeated by corruption and moral insensibility from the lowest government employees and people on the streets to the top of the political pyramide, (vii) a very violent state, (viii) a state in which drug trafficking already permeates the whole society and has infested many of the politicians, and (ix) a state without any academically respectable university, in case Fortuño’s plans for the University of Puerto Rico are successful. As I already pointed out, the USA government should be totally crazy to incorporate such a country as a state. 
	But the demolition of the economic capabilities of the country and of its system of higher education, as well as its social and moral deterioration would also make the more natural and reasonable solution, namely, independence, a very difficult one. A country socially, economically, morally and intellectually devastated is a country without any future. But that is precisely the legacy of the Fortuño tsunami presently affecting Puerto Rico, a tsunami motivated by the uncontrollable greed of a few families and a view of politics that would make happy the staunchest fascists. In fact, when one hears Fortuño, his chief of staff, Marcos Rodríguez Pujada (usually called “Marcos Rodríguez Ema”), or the police chief José Figueroa Sancha speaking about the students and even professors of the University of Puerto Rico, one could very well believe to be hearing Pinochet, Goebbels or Hitler. 
	The USA government, so eager to criticize the dictatorial trends of the Chávez regime in Venezuela, has a more dictatorial one in one of its territories, but does not seem to be concerned. Interestingly enough, some two months ago president Chávez tried to approve a law that would severely limit academic freedom at Venezuela’s universities. Students and professors immediately reacted with protests, and the “terrible dictator” Chávez had to retreat. The neo-fascist Fortuño openly began to dismantle the UPR many months ago, and after two strikes in less than a year, and all sorts of violations both of academic freedom and of civil liberties in USA territory, Fortuño has not retreated, while president Obama, and even the Puertorican congressmen Gutiérrez, Serrano and Velázquez are so mute that one could begin to believe that Puerto Rico is located south of the Patagonia. 
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